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iven that the histery of mosaic art began more than
4,000 years ago and many works of mosale ant stand
as some of the most enduring icons of art history, i is
surprising just how many people today continue (o think
of modade making as the work of crafllspeople rather

Curator’s Statement

and, fortunately, excellent work was submitted in all
technigues and styles. The artworks 1 chose to include
exemplify a broad range of trends. Landscapes, lgures,
and pure abstractions were all worthy of inclusion. Flat
wiarks and abjects in three-dimensions were both <killfully

Perhaps ironically—for a medium known for
its functionality—very few of the mosaics submitted were
meant to be used. One of these was selected, Don't Cut
Your Tounge on the Rhinestones, a vintage cash drawer
ornamented with myriad tiles and found objects. A jewelry
box extraordinaire, its usability nevertheless plays a minor
role; this object is truly purposed to make viewers smile.

participate in.

To be sure, most of us made mosakcs as children, eften
using dried beans, cut papen, and ether objects lound
around the house, Yel few of us have gone beyond these
humble beginnings, OF the practitioners Lthat have, even
fewer have taken their erafl to the level of ar. All of the
pieces included here were made by arists—ones who have
alded to the mosaic tradition and pushed its boundaries,
cach Limwe making abundantly evident that the art form is
alive and well.

To ereate arl, conceplion amnd execulion are equally
regquired. In other words, some arlists have bleas; others
have technique, Those that bring both to the fore and can
b it consistently are the artists, The medium it2ell matters
litthe. It i the maaslery aof that medium, rl:grlﬂ.ih':u of genro
or ulility, that hiz imporiant. This technical mastery 2 a
necessity. Without it, the end result i compromised—no
mailer how good the ides,

Az in the case of other traditional “eraft™ media such
as glass, ciay, and wood, mosare arlists have in recent
decades begun o re-emerge in foree internationally,
which the beautiful diversity of preduction incleded here
makes evident. As jurer, it was my intent o Uy to show thae
breadth of global talent that submitted to this competition
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society, Spagheftt Western approprintes kitsch by ndapting
and then embellishing a 19050s paint-by-number cowlboy
and bucking brence. Surrounding this central image with
ashirays, belt buckles, tow guns, and spurs, the artist has
ereated a pop con that .hll:l1u|1:|n1.ﬂ.1l.u-|:." DOREeE :lm-lu|y.i-.|
and eritbgees consumer culture. White Robdit also looks
nostalgically ot the past, butl with a less eynical edge. With
painstaking and gorgeows attention 1o detail, the artist
turns bo childhood literature to remind us of the frenzied
R l=C of ouir own lives l11ruu_|.'.|1 that of the |M---n:r|.|1:||:||t hare,

All of the artists whose work is depleted were trse o
their mendivum and exploited it unique expressive potential,
and all of them brought depth and diversity 1o their pleces
by uing lesserae in a range of materials, shopes, and tixes,
Thee work titled ﬂull:Mi:lga focuses oi the rich |N:|.l.|1.;.' af
the artist's materials, combining an infinitude of glas,
semi-precious stones, millefior, and smalti to create a
lush abstraction thatl seems o have evolved organically
and wed results in a remargakly cohesive whole, Oihers
ook -Id.'.'-l:l:l!.AHL' af their medivms :|.|J1.||'I:.' Lo assuire Lhiee
dimensions by rchly lnyering forms, as in the cose of Bull's
Ewe nnd alzo Notturne, both of which breach the picture
Mane into luscious sweeping orms and patterns. Keep Me
Warm uses this same approach but with a more homespun
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Exhihition in

Don't Cut Your Tonguwe an the Rhinestones

M w x 2 A x 28 B nches, Vininge cash-crmas, carved packing foam ke the heart, and casl kon feet from o small room heator, The surlaces
e Covened i Conamie Sio, gl Bhea, e e, Dy Error, SREh woane, Bl MugA. g Bore Baincetis, BeQurngs, meansalure S00ls Doite,
S8 and poppsr sPuakiors, brooches, shok pars, medals, marblos, GM. koys, londgues milagitd, rhendiiond and & pofums e, Thi remavalisy
SR Pl g Gl Daldh STl

Tt Friscaiie: i iy ST aletad Tosrrarlataien el ol ke of ialll theng sy, vy COMCant wis B0 Slart wai B ~farrendg Rt koo @nd Creaie
s funclagnusl piaeCo oF et arournsd it A sl motiad beoo i Ded e of B Piedad Pkl & Bacen BRas Ol T MOndny Citine aith & ENGCEL Winen you
Pt T GlaS “Bame” 81 e b, o willl Bnd & rosaey altachad wath & sebver Bengass meligro e B enad of which s & Lieges e sng

Fgtogragiid,  Don Sabsh Prcagrapis
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